Newsletter
Work continues
at Otterpool Park
The coronavirus
pandemic is having a
major impact across the
globe, with widespread
economic uncertainty
and concern for family
and friends.
While recognising and
respecting the impact of
these challenging times, we
want to share a message
of reassurance about our
commitment to the Otterpool
Park project.
The need for high-quality
homes remains a national
priority and we remain focused
on delivering a first-class
garden town for the district.
Work is continuing at pace for
the Otterpool Park team, who
are working collaboratively
from home in line with the
Government advice.
In this period of uncertainty, our
sense of home and community
have an even greater value. We
are continuing to work through
planning authority feedback
to take the project forward
and deliver a vibrant new
community for the district.
Many lessons have also been
learned about the ways we live
and work, the importance of
technology and future-proofing
flexible ways of working. This
has brought our commitment
to delivering excellent
communications infrastructure
and technology at Otterpool
Park into even sharper focus
and relevance.
www.otterpoolpark.org

Detailed plans for first phase
We are pleased to have
appointed Tibbalds, a
planning and urban design
consultancy, to prepare
detailed plans for phase one.
This important first phase –
the location for the first 1,600
homes - incorporates the town
centre, commercial area and
Westenhanger station. It also
includes the town park and
Westenhanger Castle, the jewel
in Otterpool Park’s crown, and how
this initial part of the development
integrates with the wider
masterplan for Otterpool Park.
As part of our brief to Tibbalds,
we can expect more detail on
housing type, density and mix, and
how heritage and green spaces
will contribute to building a sense
of place at Otterpool Park.
Tibbalds has also been
commissioned to prepare a design
code for the whole of the Otterpool
Park site. The code will set design
principles that all future housing,
commercial and public buildings

must adhere to, putting high
quality design at the forefront of
all future development proposals.
The design of the site also places
the environment at the heart
of proposals, with green space
making up half the development
and a design which has set a
20% biodiversity gain target. This
complements Folkestone & Hythe
District Council’s green agenda
which the council has prioritised
and allocated £10 million towards.

Consulting with the local
community and other
stakeholders is vitally important
to the preparation of the phase
one masterplan and design
code and Tibbalds is revising its
programme to work around the
current restrictions safely and
ensure this can happen.
Follow us

Westenhanger
Castle Park

With views to the historic
castle, Westenhanger
Castle park will be an
attractive and prestigious
selling point for Otterpool
Park, with wide appeal to
residents and businesses.

Long-term transport vision

Work has now commenced

to design a really high quality,

innovative and accessible park,
with green spaces, walking and
cycling routes available from

the outset for new and existing

The consultancy WSP,
who are assisting with the
development of the transport
strategy for the South East,
have been appointed to
work alongside our existing
consultant team to prepare
a long-term transport vision
for Otterpool Park. This will
incorporate an assessment of
the likely travel habits of future
residents and the most up-todate thinking about emerging
transport technology, such as
driverless cars and new ways
of providing bus services.

The transport vision will
inform the update of the
Transport Strategy that will
have an emphasis on more
sustainable forms of transport,
such as walking, cycling, bus
and rail services. In addition, a
framework will be developed
to allow the travel patterns
of Otterpool Park’s residents
to be monitored. Further
measures can then be put
in place to ensure that the
transport vision is delivered
as the different phases of the
scheme are rolled out.

residents. Views to the castle will
be improved by removing some

of the trees and foliage that have
grown in the moat. The concept

landscape design will set out how
phases will allow the park to be
delivered over time.

We hope you have found this update useful and we will
continue to bring you more news as the project progresses.
In the meantime we hope that you remain well.
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